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SOCIAL STUDIES  STUDY GUIDE  CHAPTER 5 
 

1. Why did fur trappers begin to open up new routes to California? 
 
 

 
2. Who was the trailblazer that led the first group of Americans overland 

into California? 
 

 
 

3. Before the overland routes were established, how did settlers first 
arrive in California from the east? 

 
 
 

4. Review how to read a THEMATIC MAP (p.193, 202) 
 
 

 
5. Who was the person that aided the rebels & helped establish the  
     Bear Flag Republic? 

 
 

 
6. There was an idea popularized in the 1840s that helped build 

American interest in California.  What was it? 
 

 
 

7. Why did the Bear Flag Republic only last for a short time?  
 
 

 
8. What happened as a result of the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo? 

 
 
 



9.  Know the following locations and the major events that happened at 
each: 
 

a. Monterey –  
 

b. Sierra Nevada –  
 

c. Sonoma –  
 

d. Dominguez Rancho –  
 
 

BE ABLE TO ANSWER THESE QUESTIONS IN 3-4 COMPLETE 
SENTENCES…BEGINNING WITH A CAPITAL & ENDING WITH A PERIOD! 

 
10.   What were some challenges faced by the settlers traveling overland 

to California? 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

11.   What are some reasons Mexico lost control of California?  
 
 


