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Social Studies Chapter 7 

Study Guide 
 
How did the Californians communicate with the East coast before the 1860’s? 
 

 
 
 
What was John Butterfield’s contribution to California’s growth as a state? 
 
 

 
 
Who were the Big Four? 
 
 
 

 
 Why was it difficult for companies to find workers for the transcontinental 
railroad? 
 
 
 

 
By the completion of the transcontinental railroad, how was California’s economy 
affected? 
 
 
 

 
What enabled the Southern Pacific Railroad to gain more than 11 million acres of 
California land? 
 
 
 

 
Define:  export 
 
 
 
What caused violence at Mussel Slough? 



How were people able to establish farms in the Imperial Valley in the early 
1900’s? 
 
 

 
 
Know how to read a map with time zones from the Atlantic to the Pacific.  
 
Know a short description of each person: 
John Bidwell: 

 
 
Yee Fung Cheung: 
 
 
Luther Burbank: 

 
 
Theodore Judah: 
 
 
Leland Stanford: 

 
 
 
 
Be able to answer each question in one-two complete sentences (beginning with 
a capital and ending with a period). 

 
What changes took place in the speed of communication between California and 
the eastern states in the 1850’s and the early 1860’s? 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

How was the transcontinental paid for? 
 
 


